Connecticut Preservation Action
The Voice of Historic Freservation at the Assembly since 1980

Appropriations Committee Public Hearing Friday, March 27, 2009
In Support of the Community Investment Act (CIA) and
Opposed to Budget Bill 828 Section 1(w)

Senator Harp, Rep. Geragosian, and members of the Appropriations Committee, [ am Anita Mielert,
president of CT Preservation Action, CT Advisor to the National Trust of Historic Preservation’s
Board of Advisors, and a former First Selectman of the Town of Simsbury.

My testimony today will discuss the importance of historic preservation as economic stimulus to the
State of Connecticut and all our towns and cities; the proposals under consideration in the Governor’s
proposed budget are short-sighted and, if enacted, will hurt our economy and cost the private sector
many jobs. Taking funds from the Community Investment Act is Anti-Stimulus.

If I can give you one take-away today, it is that This is not your grandmother’s historic
preservation. The old template of historic house museums gave way long ago to a muscular, vibrant
engine of economic development which is based on the traditional guality of life we enjoy in this state.
e It is not old houses for tourists to look at; it is old houses rehabbed for new families.
e Itis not old department stores without customers; it is incubator buildings with vibrant new
businesses in the new economy and downtown apartments.
It is not the “hole in the doughnut” center of the city; it is New Urbanism.
It is JOBS; for every $1 million invested, historic renovations create 36 jobs, while new
construction creates 30, and manufacturing 24.
While many disciplines talk about Smart Growth, we are actually doing it.

What has made many new strides possible for us is the Community Investment Act, a 3-year-old
measure that collects a $30 fee for each land records filing and divides it out to four state agencies for
historic preservation, affordable housing, open space preservation and farmland protection. This
money is not part of the state budget, so it does not take funding away from health care or food
programs. The fee is land-use-based and returns it to land-use investment.

The Community Investment Act has far exceeded the hopes for this measure when it was enacted in
2005. The coalition that has resulted from these four interest area has been silo-busting. We are
meeting regularly, working together, and forging partnerships and joint ventures. And the actual
leveraged investment in our communities has been transformational.

Now, since this hearing is on the entire bill and its proposals, I would like to be quite blunt and say that
the Governor’s proposal, taken in fotal, will almost completely erase historic preservation in our state.
Not only CIA funds, but historic rehab tax credits, and all staff down to the barest legal minimum of
three people, who will be hidden away within DECD-—all three major components of our programs
will be taken away, and will set historic preservation back to pre-1966 status.

This proposal for historic preservation is beyond decimation. Our state’s considerable historic assets
will be lost; neighborhood revitalization will suffer yet another blow; the stimulus projects now in
construction under the tax credit will cease; Smart Growth will become....well, you know. The public
policy result will be anti-Stimulus, and new projects to be funded by the federal government will
themselves be hindered and less focused on appropriate building for the future.

Anita Mielert, Pres., 57 East Weatogue Street, Simsbury, CT 06070 -

(860) 658-1190 email: Wolfried@sbcglobal.net
Kathy Maher, VP; John W, Shannahan, Treas.; Linda Feczko, Sec,
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